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Hospital audits have traditionally been
for compliance purposes because gov
ernment agencies and other third-party
payers required an independent check on
cost computations and uses of funds.
Hospitals have recently begun to publish
audited annual reports for financial pur
poses similar to businesses operated for
profit.
Although the hospital industry was
slow to develop sophisticated accounting
systems and techniques, the advances
made in the past four decades have put
hospitals on a par with other industries.
Hospital accountants must, however, not
rest on their recent laurels. New
methodologies and information systems
await implementation. With a little effort
the hospital industry can be a leader in
accounting development, rather than a
follower.
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Editor's Notes
A Look at the Woman CPA
Whenever the editorship the THE
WOMAN CPA changes, the incoming
Editor does not receive a beautifully en
graved certificate to confirm her new
status, nor does she receive an executive
size desk. In fact, she doesn't even get a
blue pencil to help her in her editing work.
What she does receive are boxes and boxes
and more boxes of files. Since this is our
last issue and since we are in the process of
packing all these files into more boxes than
we received when we took over four years
ago, our thoughts turned naturally to the
past and our predecessors and to the fu
ture and our successor.

A Look At The Past
Among all the boxes which travel across
the country whenever the editorship
changes is the box containing the com
plete file of all the issues of THE WOMAN
CPA published since the beginning. If
anything can be viewed as the Editor's
sign of office, this is it. And before we
were ready to pack this box off to Cincin
nati, we took one last look through all the
previous issues to see how THE WOMAN
CPA became what she is today.
Volume I, No. 1 is dated December 1937
and carries the sub-heading "Bi-Monthly
Bulletin — American Woman's Society of
Certified Public Accountants." It consists
of a few typed pages and does not identify
the Editor. Unfortunately it is also silent
about the number of copies produced. The
news in it is mostly of an organizational
nature, similar to the present AWSCPA
Newsletter and ASWA Coordinator.
The practice of starting a volume in the
fall continued through 1968; Volume 31
finally changes to the present practice of
making the volume year coincide with the
calendar year.
A year later Volume II, No. 1, dated
October 1938, reports on the formation of
ASWA. But the name of the Editor still
remains a secret. Two issues later, in Feb
ruary 1939, we finally meet the Editor:
Anna G. Francis, CPA, one of the found
ers and the first President of AWSCPA.

The third volume introduces several
changes: the volume number is expressed
in Arabic numbers from then on; the sub
heading is altered to "Joint Bi-Monthly
Bulletin — AWSCPA and ASWA"; issues
tend to be divided into two parts, one for
AWSCPA news and one for ASWA news;
and Evelyn Vick is added to the staff as
ASWA Editor.
Anna Francis remains as Editor until
Volume 4, No. 3, dated December 1940,
when Helen C. Weil, CPA, is listed as
Editor, Julia G. Norse, CPA, as Associate
Editor, and Evelyn Vick as ASWA Editor.
In Volume 5, No. 1, for October 1941,
Julia Norse as Editor starts "The Presi
dent's Column" which is written by Mary
C. Gildea, CPA, for ASWA and Ida S.
Broo, CPA, for AWSCPA. These columns,
however, last only for a little over a year.
Volume 6, edited by Ethleen Lasseter,
CPA, again makes several changes: the
sub-heading becomes "Official Publica
tion;" four associates are appointed with
responsibility for Technical Articles, In
come Tax, Current Literature, and Coastto-Coast News; articles are accompanied
by a picture of the author; and a new
column, "Editorially Speaking," is started
which continues more or less regularly
and finally evolves into the present
"Editor's Notes."
Mary C. Gildea, CPA, who edits Vol
ume 7, continues the columns, but when
Phyllis O'Hara, CPA, takes over as Editor
with Volume 8, she drops the Technical
Articles Department in favor of an Ideas
Exchange Department.
Early in 1947 a crisis must have occurred
because in Volume 9, No. 2, dated Feb
ruary 1947, Jennie M. Palen, CPA, the
President of AWSCPA, takes over as tem
porary Editor. After a few issues she either
gives up looking for another Editor or
develops a liking for the job, because she
drops the "temporary" and stays on as
Editor through Volume 11.
The next two Editors, Helen F. McGil
licuddy, CPA, (Volumes 12 and 13) and
Alice H. Aubert, CPA, (Volumes 14 and
15) continue the four columns and are able
to staff them. Bur Margaret W. Tuma,
CPA, who becomes Editor with Volume 16
in December 1953 runs into some tough
luck. In April 1954 she loses her Tax and

Literary Editors and is unable to replace
them, and in June 1954 the Coast-to-Coast
News moves to the National Bulletin of
ASWA. She struggles on with only the
Ideas Exchange Editor until February 1955
when she finally finds another Tax Editor.
She apparently learned from that experi
ence because in April 1956 she spreads the
work load by forming a 3-member Edito
rial Board. A year later the Editorial Board
is expanded to six members, and over ten
years later it finally reaches its present size
of nine members.
By the time Margaret Tuma is replaced
as Editor she holds the record for longev
ity with twenty-two issues. However, her
record is broken by her successor, Mar
guerite Reimers, CPA, who edits thirty-six
issues, a record which still stands.
The list of Marguerite Reimers' accom
plishments is long: She discovers Mary F.
Hall, CPA, who becomes Idea Exchange
Editor in October 1959 and serves in that
capacity through August 1960, when she
takes a temporary leave from THE
WOMAN CPA to serve as Vice President
and President of AWSCPA, returning in
December 1965 as Associate Editor. Reim
ers also finds Dr. Catherine Miles who
becomes Literary Editor in October 1957,
and she changes the Tax News into the
Tax Forum, a name still used for the Tax
Department. To improve the looks of the
journal she adds color to the cover and
changes the color with every volume.
But the work load seems to have become
too much for Marguerite Reimers because
she is forced to discontinue the Editor's
column. She also has trouble finding a
replacement for herself, because her As
sociate Editors disappear after a year or
two until she finally finds Corinne Childs,
CPA, in October 1960.
When Corinne Childs becomes Editor in
August 1963 she revives the Editor's col
umn and calls it "In This Issue." She
places it on the last page, obviously so she
can use it to fill in the space left over
whenever manuscripts turn out to be
shorter than expected.
She is followed by her Associate Editor,
Mary J. McCann, CPA, in December 1965,
who leaves the Editor's column on the last
page but re-names it "Editor's Page." She
is apparently unable to find a Literary
Editor because her Associate Editor, Mary
F. Hall, CPA, does double duty by editing
the "Tips for Busy Readers" which
evolves into the Reviews Department
when Mary Hall becomes the Editor in
December 1967. But she, too, seems to
have trouble finding an editor for that
department, because she asks her As
sociate Editor, Phyllis E. Peters, CPA, to

do double duty for a while by editing the
Reviews.
With Volume 30, No. 2, dated February
1968, Mary Hall changes the cover to dark
green and white, a look which THE
WOMAN CPA retained through July
1973. She also adds the Theory and Prac
tice Department in January 1969 and pub
lishes the first article by Constance T.
Barcelona, entitled "The Census — Quan
titative Interpreter for the Republic," in
September 1969, thereby launching
another Editor for the Woman CPA.
In January 1970 Phyllis E. Peters, CPA,
becomes Editor and remains for three
years, Volumes 32 through 34. Before she
leaves the editorship she assures herself of
the gratitude of all her successors when
she gets the publication dates of THE
WOMAN CPA changed from bi-monthly
to quarterly. Under the bi-monthly publi
cation schedule the Editor was always
working on two issues simultaneously,
since each issue had a lead time of three
months from the day when the Editor first
started to work on it until the day it was
published. With the quarterly publication
schedule the Editor now has time between
issues to clean up her desk periodically.

A Look At the Present
During the four years while we served as
Editor we made one major change when,
starting with the October 1973 issue, we
increased the size from 7" by 9" to the
present 8-½" by 11" and expanded the
number of pages to thirty-two plus the
cover. When we realized what we had
done, we got frightened by all the blank
space and quickly took out insurance
against empty pages by introducing sev
eral new departments. Our search for
qualified editors for the new and the old
departments was greatly helped by the
tremendous increase in the membership
of both AWSCPA and ASWA during the
past three years. This increase in member
ship of our two sponsoring organizations
is vividly shown by the circulation figures
of THE WOMAN CPA: of the October
1973 issue only about 5,000 copies were
printed; with the July 1976 issue we went
above 8,000 copies.

A Look At the Future
With this issue we complete our term as
Editor and turn THE WOMAN CPA over
to our successor, Constance T. Barcelona,
who has served a longer apprenticeship
on THE WOMAN CPA than any of her
predecessors. She became a member of

the Editorial Board in January 1969, was
re-appointed when her term expired three
years later, and has served as our As
sociate Editor since January 1973.
Constance Barcelona is a member and
past president of the Cincinnati Chapter of
ASWA and was Program Chairperson for
an All Ohio Day and for the 1975 Spring
Conference in Cincinnati. She is the Ac
countant for The Camargo Club and
teaches accounting principles and theory
in the Evening College of the University of
Cincinnati.
She has an undergraduate degree in
economics from Iowa State University and
an M.B.A. with a concentration in ac
counting from the University of Cincin
nati. Since her first article appeared in the
September 1969 issue of THE WOMAN
CPA, she has been published in trade
journals and the Journal of Accountancy be
sides making repeat appearances in our
journal. She is presently collaborating on
an accounting textbook with Dr. Clara C.
Lelievre, who edits our Financial State
ments Department, and with Dr. Thomas
W. Lelievre.
We are confident that Constance
Barcelona will be an outstanding Editor of
THE WOMAN CPA. We thank her for
serving as our Associate Editor and mak
ing our life as Editor much easier. We also
thank all of our contributors who made it
possible for us to publish Volumes 35
through 38. And now we happily join the
ranks of the Ex-Editors of THE WOMAN
CPA.

